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CAS Mitzvah Projects for 5777 
Thereôs a mitzvah for everyone! For more information in how to participate in these  

mitzvah projects, please speak to Rabbi Bloom about details. 

Feast of SharingðHEB 

Thanksgiving 

The Mayorôs  
Week of 

Compassion 

Pet Food Drive 

School Supplies 
Drive 

Providing Jewish 

soldiers a seder  
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Teddy Roosevelt, after having served as the 26th President (1901-1909) spoke the 

following words; ñIt is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how 

the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. 

The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred 

by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short 

again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but 

who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great 

devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the 

end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least 

fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and 

timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.ò 

 

This quote is without doubt fitting not only in the political arena, but also in the arena of life. Moreover I 

believe that it is true in the world of religion as well. We often hear the statements that ñI donôt go to 

synagogue or church etc, because I am not religiousò or I donôt go because there is no spiritualityò or even ñI 

donôt go because I donôt know anyone.ò 

 

To all this my answer is ñfollow the advice of Teddy Rooseveltò and enter the doors of religion both 

figuratively and metaphorically for within them it is possible to find ñreligion,ò ñGodò and ñcommunity.ò 

Without entering these doors, how can we be counted? 

 

The High Holy Days which serve as one of the great arenas of religion is soon upon us and in our liturgy 

during the final moments of Yom Kippur we read, ñRemember the covenant made with our ancestors. Fulfill 

Your promise made through Your prophet Isaiah: I did forsake you for a little while, but with great compassion 

will I take you back. I did turn from you in a rush of wrath, but with lasting love will I show you mercy. So 

promises the Lord, your Redeemer. The mountains may move and the hills may shake, but My love shall be 

immovable and My covenant of peace shall not be shaken. So says the Lord who has compassion upon 

you.ò(Mahzor for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur-Rabbinical Assembly page 735) 

 

In other words this passage and prayer is telling us that if we enter into the arena of religion and God that He 

(God) will find us. It is not that we are alone or there isnôt any spirituality to be found, it is that we must find 

God and allow Him to find us so that the religious experience that we crave can come down upon us.   

In Teddy Rooseveltôs world of business and politics there were winners, losers and complainers, with the 

winners and losers holding status of participants while the complainers holding no status at all. However in 

religion there are only winners, for how can one lose when the end result of entering the sanctuary doors allows 

for a renewed covenant with God. For ñthese gates [doors of the sanctuary] lead to the presence of the LORD, 

and the godly enter there.ò (Psalm 118:20) 

 

Let us all be winners in life and embrace each other within the walls of religion for outside of them, how will 

we ever find that which we are searching for?! 

 

Bôshalom and friendship, 

Rabbi Andrew Bloom  
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Erev Tisha BõAv Service, Saturday, August 13 at 9:00 p.m. 
Tisha BõAv Service, Sunday, August 14 at 9:00 a.m. 

Adult Education Classes begin Tuesday, September 13! 
 

Rabbi Bloom will continue his For Women Only at 10:30 a.m.  A literal plethora of topics are explored. 
 

At 6:30 p.m. Rabbi Bloom begins a new in-depth series From Birth to Death and Everything In-Between: 
The Cycle of Life in Ancient and Modern Judaism.  Perfect for those who desire to convert to Judaism, 
those who wish to have an Adult Bar or Bat Mitzvah and those who simply want to learn. 
 

All are welcomed to attend. Classes will be held in the CAS Library.  
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The 9th of Av 
 

We will soon mark the 9th of Av. The day of national tragedies heaped among the Jewish people from their enemies at different times and 

different places. The ramifications for such events on this day were long lasting both for the Israelites (Jewish People throughout the world) 

and for Israel as we will see. The effects of these tragedies are still felt today, and proof of this can be seen in our personal and communal 

lamentations that are said and marked every year on this dated.  

 

Below you will find a partial list of infamous events, and it is my hope that no more (Please God) will be added to this list in the future. The 

only way to ensure this is through our own vigilance, unity and outspoken support of Israel and Jewish people no matter where they may 

live. 

Í 1312 BCE-Spies return from days in Israel with evil reports of the Land of Israel-consequently the Children of Israel where made to 

wander in the desert for 40 years.  

Í 586 BCE-Destruction of First Temple by the Babylonians, under Nebuchandnezar. About 100,000 Jews killed during invasion. Exile 

of remaining tribes in southern kingdom to Babylon and Persia. 

Í 70 CE-Destruction of Second Temple by Romans, under Titus. Over 2,500,000 Jews die as a result of war, famine and disease. Over 

1,000,000 Jews exiled to all parts of the Roman Empire. Over 100,000 Jews sold as slaves by Romans. 

Í 132 CE-Bar Kochba revolt crushed. Betar destroyed-over 100,000 killed. 

Í 133 CE-Turnus Rufus ploughs site of Temple. Romans build pagan city of Aelia Capitolina on site of Jerusalem. 

Í 1095 CE-First Crusade declared by Pope Urban the Second. 10,000 Jews killed in first month of Crusade. 

Í 1290 CE-Expulsion of Jews from England, accompanied by pogroms and confiscation of books and property. 

Í 1492-Inquisition in Spain and Portugal culminates in the expulsion of the Jews from the Iberian Peninsula. 

Í 1914-Britain and Russia declare war on Germany. First World War begins.  

Í 1942- Deportations from Warsaw Ghetto to the Treblinka concentration camp begin. 

Í 1989- Iraq walks out of talks with Kuwait. 

 

As we can see, many horrific events both religious and secular, particular and worldly have occurred on Tisha BôAv and united together we 

can ensure that no other tragedy is added to this list. 

 

May God continue to bless us, the State of Israel and all the Children of Israel! 
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