TISHAH B’AV

SERVICES

Expanded Edition

S




Maariv Service,

Book of Lamentations,
Kinot and Hymns,
modern English translation,
and special readings.

Compiled by

Rabbi Morris Silverman
and

Rabbi Hillel E. Silverman

Introductory essay by
Rabbi Seymour Siegel

THE PRAYER BOOK PRESS of Media Judaica
Bridgeport, Connecticut

TYYN
ARD

TISHAH B’AV
SERVICES

(Expanded Edition)

PRESENTED TO

CONGREGATION
AHAVATH SHOLOM

B\

BY

IN MEMORY OF

¥
%

CONEREGATION AHAVALH o0
4050 S. HULEN
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76109




THE MEANING OF TISHA B’AV

Tisha B’av, the Ninth Day of Av, is the day on which the
Jewish people recalls the catastrophes which it has suffered
and which have influenced its life and character. The
historical events which Jewish tradition has associated
most closely with Tisha B’av have been the destruction of
the First Temple of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.E. and the
destruction of the Second Temple in 70 C.E.—events
which were fateful in their consequences.

Because of the destruction of the First Temple the Jews
went into exile for the first time—and the awareness of
galut remained a constant in the subsequent life of the
people. With the destruction of the Second Temple, the
Jews lost their independence, were scattered to the four
corners of the world, and began their career as an “‘eternal
minority.”

In Jewish tradition, however, the Ninth of Av is
associated with more than the destructions of the two
Temples. According to the Mishna:

“On Tisha B’av it was decreed that they (the genera-
tion that went out of Egypt)would not enter the
Land; the first temple and the second temple were
destroyed; Betar (the last stronghold of the Bar Kokba
forces) was captured; and the city (Jerusalem) was
plowed under (made unhabitable by the Romans).”
—Taanit chapter 4.

From this passage it is evident that the Sages sought to
make Tisha B’av a day on which the calamitous events of
Jewish history would be remembered. Tisha B’av, marked
by fasting and a special liturgy, was to be a time when
Jews were to contemplate the disasters of their history, to
mourn over them, and to resolve to help bring the
redemption so that the sufferings would cease.
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Moreover, in the spirit of our ancestors, it is advisable to
include in our liturgy and our observances remembrances
not only of the martyrdoms of ancient times, but the
horrible experiences of the Jews of our own time
—especially those who were murdered by the Nazis and
their allies. In many synagogues and summer camps, the
Tisha B’av celebration includes stirring memorials to the
victims of the Holocaust.

Perhaps most importantly, the observance of Tisha B’av
(with its fasting, mournful prayers, dirges, and lamenta-
tions) reminds us that the world is yet unredeemed. Even
the astonishing achievements of the dwellers in the Land
of lIsrael should not make us forget that men still suffer,
that nations still oppress other nations, and that peace is
not yet won.

The faith of the Jew combmes a steady hope for the
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and a realistic apprecia-
tion of the tragic character of all existence—both personal
and national. We need a Tisha B’av in our calendar to recall
to our minds the unfinished character of all our achieve-
ments; the anguish of those—Jew and non-Jew—who suffer
exile, torment, and oppression. We need to remember the
vast multitudes of those who went before us who have
suffered the lash of the tyrant, the loneliness of a strange
land, and the frustrated hope for peace.

On Tisha B’av, when we look at the somber side of
human existence, we do so not in despair, but in order that
we may renew our efforts to better the lot of our brothers;
that we may renew our faith in the final triumph of the
Good; and that we may set our eyes on the yet distant goal
when all men will be at rest, secure in their own homes,
and dwelling securely and peacefully with their brothers.

destruction of the Temple:
Sanctuary not only put a cut '

Theretore the htur ;
Lamentations of “Jéremiah™ over the destruction of the
Temple but also elegies for Jewish victims murdered by the
Crusaders, recollections of the heroism of the martyrs of
all generations, and the magnificent pean of praise to the
Holy Land by Yehuda Halevi.

Tisha B’av served as the day when the Jew was made
aware of the tragic character of his existence, and in a
larger sense of the tragic character of all existence.

Aok % %k

Since the establishment of the reborn State of Israel in
1948 there have been some who have felt that Tisha B’av
should no longer be observed. After all, they reasoned, the
Jewish commonwealth has been restored; and (after 1967)
the Holy City is now ruled by Jews. Why continue the
anarchronism of a day of mourning for a destruction
which has already been replaced by a joyful sovereignty?
ile is“true- that certain changes might be instituted

SR the htnrgy to reflected recent Jewish history, it is

equally true that the Jewish calendar would be immeasur-
ably impoverished if the marking of Tisha B’av were to be
discontinued or severely modified.

It behooves us, even in triumph. to remember the days
of our degradation. It is important even for a reborn Israel
to remember the sufferings of the past. It would be a
severe dummshmg of our concern and love for those who
went "b” ore -us to remove this day when their sufferings




2 TISHAH B’AV EVENING SERVICE

And God, being merciful, will forgive our sins; yea, He often
turns His anger away. O Lord, save us; O King, answer us
on the day when we call.

Congregation rises
Reader
Praise the Lord who is to be praised.

Congregation and reader

Praised be the Lord for ever and ever.

Congregation

Baruh Adonai Ha-m'vorah 'olam va-ed.

Congregation ts sealed

Praised art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who with Thy word bringest on the evening twilight. With
wisdom Thou openest the gates of the heavens and with un-
derstanding changest the times and seasons, and arrangest
the stars in the sky, according to Thy will. Thou createst
day and night; Thou turnest light into darkness, and darkness
into light, By Thy will, the day passes into night; the Lord
of creation is Thy name. O ever-living God, mayest Thou
rule over us forever. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who bringest
on the evening twilight.

With great love Thou hast loved Thy people, the House of
Israel. Thou hast taught us Thy Torah and commandments.
Therefore, O Lord our God, when we lie down and when we
rise up, we will devote ourselves to Thy Torah. We will
rejoice in Thy commandments forever, for they are our life
and the length of our days, and we will remember them day
and night. Mayest Thou never take away Thy love from
us. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who lovest Thy people Israel.
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NoTE

The Shema is the outstanding prayer of the Jew. It con-
sists of three sections from the Bible, each emphasizing a basic
teaching of Judaism. The first section (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
contains the most important principle of the Jewish religion,
the unity of God (God is One). It also emphasizes the love
of God and the duty of studying the Torah and teaching it
to our children.

The second section (Deuteronomy 11:13-21) tells us that

there is a moral law, just as there are laws of nature; that 5 'ﬂKD ’Dj& -]V)N 'TBN'T D"\ E V-ﬂ -IWND'LPJZH
evildoing is punished. )

The third section (Numbers 15:37-41) reminds us of the nAYa 03 nﬁ:l'n ‘{’JD‘? onaa 7]3:1‘7'537 o
importance of ritual and observance in developing faith in T s B
God.

DOTWRY SARPM AW 7772 "'If??l??‘ 33
Hear, O Israel: the LO!'d iS our GOd, the Lord is One. -‘7” Dn3n31 :-T-quy 15: n'gmwlp 1yn1 -;I-P-‘?v n1N$
Praised be His glorious kir;gdom for ever and ever. . .

ST A M
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your might. And these words
which I command you this day shall be in your heart. You

shall teach them faithfully to your children, speaking of them Shema Yisrael, Adonai Eloheynu, Adonai ehad.
when you sit in your home, when you go on your way, when )
you lie down and when you rise up. And, as a reminder of Vahavta eyt Adonai Eloheha
My commandments, you shall bind these words on your arm * bhol I'vavha uv-hol naf-sh'ha uv-hol m'odeha.
§ and place them between your eyes. And you shall write V'hayu ha-d'varim ha-eyleh
‘ them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. asher anohi m'tza-v’ha ha-yom al I'vaveha.

V'shi-nantam I'vaneha v'dibarta bam
=) -t'ha b'veyteha uv-leh-tha va-dereh uv-shoh-b'ha uv-kumeha.
) ‘ot al yadeha v'hayu I'totafot beyn eyneha.
h-tavtam al m zuzotbeyteha uvish-areha.
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Drureronomy 11:13-21

If you faithfully obey My commandments which I give
you this day, to love the Lord your God, and to serve Him
with all your heart and with all your soul, then I will send
down rain on your land in the proper season, the autumn
rains and the spring rains, that you may gather in your grain,
wine and oil. And I will provide grass in your field for your
cattle, and you shall eat and be satisfied. Beware lest you
be tempted and rebel, and serve other gods and worship
them. For then the Lord will become displeased with you,
and He will close the heavens so that there will be no rain.
The land shall not yield its grain and you shall soon perish
from the good land which the Lord has given you. Therefore,
you shall place my words in your heart and in your soul.
And, as a reminder of My commandments, you shall bind
them on your arm and place-them between your eyes. You
shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when
you sit in your home, and when you go on your way, when
you lie down and when you rise up. You shall write them
on the doorposts of your house and upon your gates, that
you and your children may be granted long life in the land
‘which the Lord promised to give your fathers as a possession
forever,

NuMBERs 15:37—41

The Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: ‘‘Speak to the children
of Israel, and tell them that from one generation to another,
they shall make fringes on the corners of their garments, and
put on the fringe of each corner a thread of blue. These
shall be for you, ‘tsitsis,” so that when you look at them you
will remember to obey all the commandments of the Lord.
Thus, you will not follow the desires of your heart and your
eyes which may lead you astray. For if you remember to
observe all My commandments, you will be holy to your
God. I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the
land of Egypt so that I might be your God; I am the Lord
your God.”
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TISHAH B'AV EVENING SERVICE

Selected from the Hebrew

It is true and certain that there is one God,
And no one can compare with Him.

It is He who saves us from the might of kings;

He redeems us from all our oppressors.

Great are the things that God has done; f

His wonders are without number.
He brought forth the Children of Israel from Egypt;
He delivered them from slavery unto freedom.
In all ages the Lord has been our help;
He has rescued us from enemies who tried to destroy us.
May He continue to protect our people,
And all His children.
When the Children of Israel beheld the might of the Lord
As He redeemed them out of the land of Egypt,
They gave thanks unto Him
And willingly accepted Him as King;
Moses and the Children of Israel sang a song unto Him.
With great joy they exclaimed:
“Who is like Thee, O Lord, among the mighty?
Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness,
Revered in praises, doing wonders?”

Congregation

Mee ha-moha ba-aylim Adonai,
Mee ka-moha ne-dar bakodesh,
Norah t'hillot osay feleh,

When Thou didst rescue Israel at the Red Sea,
Thy children beheld Thy supreme power.

“This is my God!” they exclaimed.
“The Lord shall rule for ever and ever."”

Congregation

Adonai yimloly I'olam va-ed.

As Thou didst save Israel from hands stronger than his,
So mayest Thou rescue all Thy children from oppression.
We praise Thee, O God, Redeemer of Israel.
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10 TISHAH B’AV EVENING SERVICE

Cause us, O Lord our God, to lie down in peace, and raise
us up again, O our King, unto life. Spread over us Thy tent
of peace. Direct us through Thine own good counsel. Save
us for the sake of Thine own honor. Be Thou a shield about:
us. Remove from us every enemy, sickness, sword, famine
and sorrow. Help us, O Lord, to resist temptation. Shelter
us with Thy protecting love, for Thou art our guardian and
our deliverer. O God and King, Thou art kind and gracious.
Guard our coming and going, with life and peace, now and
forevermore. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who guardest Thy
people Israel forever.

The following prayer consists of verses
from various Books of the Bible.

Praised be the Lord forevermore. Amen. Praised be the
Lord in Zion. Praise the Lord who dwells in Jerusalem.
Praised be the Lord our God, who alone does wondrous
things. Praised be His glorious name forever. Let the whole
earth be filled with His glory. Amen. May the glory of the
Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in His creations.
Praised be the name of the Lord from now on and forevermore.
For the Lord will not neglect His people for the sake of His
own honor; for the Lord delights in making you His people.
And when all the people beheld the glory of the Lord, they
fell on their faces and exclaimed: ‘“The Lord, He is God; the
Lord, He is God.” And the Lord shall be King over all the
earth; on that day shall the Lord be One and His name One.
Grant us Thy lovingkindness, O Lord, for we place our hope
in Thee. Save us, O God; gather us together and save us
from the nations that oppress us that we may give thanks
unto Thy holy name, and find glory in praising Thee. All
the nations whom Thou hast made shall come and bow down
before Thee, O Lord, and they shall glorify Thy name, for
Thou art great and Thou doest wondrous things; Thou alone
art God. We are Thy people and the sheep of Thy pasture;
we will give thanks unto Thee forever. All generations shall
declare Thy praise.
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Praised be the Lord by day; praised be the Lord by night;
praised be the Lord when we lie down; praised be the Lord
when we rise up. For in Thy hand are the souls of the living j
and the dead, as it is written in the Bible: In His hand is the |
soul of every living thing and the breath of all mankind. In ‘
Thy loving care do I entrust my soul. Thou dost protect
me, O Lord, Thou God of truth. Our God who art in heaven,
make all mankind know that Thou art One. Establish Thy
kingdom for all time, and rule over us for ever and ever.

May our eyes behold, our hearts be glad, and our souls
rejoice in Thine unfailing help, when it shall be said unto
Zion: “Thy God rules.”” The Lord is King; the Lord was
King; the Lord shall be King for ever and ever. For the
kingdom is Thine, and Thou wilt rule in glory for ever and
ever, for we have no King but Thee. Praised art Thou O
Lord, the King, who in glory wilt rule over us and over all
Thy creation for ever and ever.

Reader

May the great name of God be honored throughout the
world which He has created according to His will. May He
soon establish His kingdom on earth even in our own life-
time and in the lifetime of our people, so that God may rule
over us all; and let us say, Amen.

Congregation and Reader
May His great name be praised for ever and ever,

Reader

Exalted and honored be the name of the Holy One, praised
be He, whose glory is far above all the hymns of praise which
man can offer Him; and let us say, Amen.
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14 TISHAH B’AV EVENING SERVICE

The Amidah is said standing, in silent devotion
O Lord, open Thou my lips that my mouth may declare Thy praise.

Praised art Thou, O Lord our God and God of our fathers,
God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of Jacob, mighty,
honored and exalted God. Thou showest lovingkindness and
possessest all things, Thou rememberest our forefathers’
righteous deeds, and wilt in Thy love bring a redeemer to
their children’s children for the sake of Thine honor. O King,
Helper, Redeemer and Shield, praised art Thou, O Lord,
Shield of Abraham,

Thou, O Lord, art mighty forever. Thou grantest the
dead everlasting life, for Thou alone art our help.

With lovingkindness Thou keepest us in life, and in great
mercy, grantest the dead everlasting life. Thou helpest those
in distress, healest the sick, settest free the enslaved, and
holdest in Thy loving care the souls of the dead. Who is
like Thee, Almighty King, in whose hand is death and life?
Thou causest Thy divine help to spring forth. Thou keepest
faith with the dead to grant them everlasting life. Praised
art Thou, O Lord, who grantest the dead everlasting life.

Holy art Thou, and holy is Thy name, and unto Thee Thy
holy ones daily offer praise. Praised art Thou, O Lord, the
holy God.

aMa nywnb naay 13
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Thou givest man knowledgeand teachestmanunderstanding.
At the Conclusion of Sabbalh add:

Thou hast given us knowledge of Thy Torah and hast taught us to
perform Thy commandments. Thou hast made a distinction, O Lord
our God, between the sacred and the secular, between light and dark-
ness, between Thy people Israel and the heathens, between the seventh
day of rest and the six days of work. O our Father, our King, grant
that the coming week bring us peace. Keep us from all sin and evil
doing, and may we turn to Thee in reverence.

O grant us knowledge, understanding and wisdom. Praised
art Thou, O Lord, who blessest man with knowledge.

O our Father, cause us to return to Thy Torah; draw us
near, O our King, to Thy service. May we return to Thee
in sincere repentance. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who de-
sirest repentance. :

Forgive us, O our Father, for we have sinned; pardon us,
O our King, for we have done wrong. Yea, Thou art merciful
and forgiving. Praised art Thou, O gracious Lord, who art
ever ready to forgive.

Behold our plight and plead out cause. Hasten to help
us for the sake of Thine honor; for Thou art a mighty Re-
deemer. Praised art Thou, O Lord, Redeemer of Thy people
Israel.

Heal us, O Lord, and we shall be healed; save us and we
shall be saved, for to Thee we turn in prayer. Grant us
complete healing when we are ill, for Thou, O God, art our
King, our faithful and merciful Healer. Praised art Thou,
O Lord, who healest the sick among Thy people Israel.

Bless this year, O Lord our God, and bless the harvest it
shall bring, that it may be for our welfare. Satisfy us with
Thy goodness, O Lord. Bless this year that it may be for
us a year of prosperity., Praised art Thou, O Lord, who
blessest the years.
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18 TISHAH B'AV EVENING SERVICE

Sound the Shofar proclaiming our freedom. Raise the
banner to assemble the exiles of Thy people, and gather
them from the four corners of the earth. Praised art Thou,
O God, who gatherest the homeless of Thy people Israel.

Give us again judges and leaders as in the past. Remove
from us grief and suffering. In lovingkindness and mercy,
tule over us, O Lord, Thou alone, and judge us with Thy
righteousness. Praised art Thou, O Lord, Thou King who
lovest righteous judgment.

As for slanderers, destroy their hopes and their wickedness.
May all Thine enemies be defeated. Do Thou in our day
uproot, crush and overthrow all tyranny. Praised art Thou,
O Lord, who crushest the power of the enemy and humblest
the arrogant.

Grant Thy tender mercies, O Lord our God, to the righteous
and to the upright, to the leaders of Thy people Israel, to
all scholars, to the righteous converts and to us. Grant Thy
favor unto all who faithfully trust in Thee, and may we ever
be numbered among them., May we never suffer humiliation,
for in Thee do we put our trust. Praised art Thou, O Lord,
who art the strength and trust of the righteous.

The House of David is the historic symbo! of righteous
government and the restoration of the Jewish homeland.

Return in mercy to Jerusalem, Thy city, and dwell there
as Thou hast promised. Rebuild it in our own day and for
all time. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who rebuilds Jerusalem.

Cause the House of David soon to flourish and may it
achieve glory through Thy saving power, for we daily await
Thy deliverance. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who bringest
deliverance.
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Hear our voice, O Lord our God, have mercy upon us and
receive our prayers in loving favor for Thou, O God, hearken-
est unto prayers. Do not turn us away without Thy blessing,
O our King, for with mercy Thou hearest the prayers of Thy
people Israel. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who hearkenest to
prayer.

O Lord our God, be gracious to Thy people and accept
their prayer, May we worship Thee in the same reverent
spirit as did our ancestors. O receive in love and favor the
prayers of Thy people, and may their worship ever be accept-
able unto Thee.

O may our eyes behold Thy return to Zion. Praised art
Thou, O Lord, who restorest Thy spirit to Zion.

We thankfully acknowledge that Thou art the Lord our
God and God of our fathers. Our Rock of strength art Thou,
our Shield that saves in every generation, We give Thee
thanks and we declare Thy praise for all Thy tender care.
Our lives we trust into Thy loving hand. Our souls are ever
in Thy keeping; Thy wonders and Thy miracles are with us
daily, evening, morn and noon. O Thou who art all-good,
whose mercies never fail us, Merciful One, whose lovingkind-
nesses never cease, we ever trust in Thee.

For all this, O our King, Thy name shall be praised for
ever and ever. May all the living be grateful to Thee for-
ever and faithfully praise Thy name, O God, who art our
constant help. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who art good and
to whom our thanks are due,
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Grant lasting peace unto Thy people for Thou art the
Lord of peace. May it be Thy will to bless Thy people at
all times with Thy peace. Praised art Thou, O Lord, who
blessest Thy people with peace.

O Lord,

Guard my tongue from evil and my lips from falsehood,
And let me ignore those who slander me.

May I be humble and forgiving unto all.

Open Thou my heart, O Lord, unto Thy sacred Torah,

That I may know and understand Thy commandments.
Destroy the plans of those who seek to do me harm;

Speedily defeat their aims and their purposes

For the sake of Thine honor, for the sake of Thy majesty,
For the sake of Thy holiness and Thy Torah.

That Thy loved ones may be saved,

Answer us, O Lord, and deliver us with Thy redeeming power.

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable unto Thee, O Lord, my Strength and my
Redeemer. Thou who makest peace in the heavens, grant

peace unto us and unto all Thy people. Amen,
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Reader

May the great name of God be honored throughout the
world which He has created according to His will. May He
soon establish His kingdom on earth, even in our own lifetime
and in the lifetime of our people, so that God may rule over
us all; and let us say, Amen.

Congregation and Reader

May His great name be praised for ever and ever.

Reader

Exalted and honored be the name of the Holy One, praised
be He, whose glory is far above all the hymns of praise which
man can offer Him; and let us say, Amen.

May the prayers of our people Israel be acceptable unto
our Father in heaven; and let us say, Amen.

May our heavenly Father grant life and peace to us and
to all our people; and let us say, Amen.

May He who makes peace in the heavens, grant peace to
us and to all our people; and let us say, Amen.

On Saturday wight add the blessing for the light

Praised art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who createst the light of fire.
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Note

Tishah B’Av, the ninth day of the month of Av, is a tragic
day in Jewish history. It was on that day in the year
586 B.C.E. (Before the Common Era), over 2500 years ago,
that the first Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the
Babylonians. In 536 B.C.E. the Jews returned from their
Babylonian exile, rebuilt the Temple and re-established the
Jewish State. About 600 years later, again on the ninth of Av,
the second Temple was destroyed by the Romans, and the
Jews were again exiled and sent into strange lands.

Thus, the ninth of Av became a day of national mourning,
and wherever Jews dwelt, they recalled the destruction of the
Temple and prayed for the restoration of Zion.

Tishah B’Av is traditionally a fast day. It is the custom
on Tishah B’Av to read from the Book of Lamentations and,
as a sign of mourning, to sit on low benches or on the floor.

Congregation sings
11551 13738
SRR T 370 WA nw i aapbn o
DY U T 3
PP . TOM) TR WY vy
YW . mn .50 woy

A-vee-nu mal-kay-nu ha-nay-nu va-anay-nu, (repeat)
Kee ayn ba-nu ma-a’sim.

A-say i-ma-nu ts-da-ka va-heh-sed, (repeat)
V’h&-shee-aye-nu.

A'vee-nu mal-kay-nu, ha-nay-nu va-anay-nu, (repeat)
V’ho-shee-aye-nu.

Our Father, our King, be gracious unto us and answer us,
For we are lacking in good deeds.
Deal kindly with us, and save us.
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7 N 7912 Ao oy waw o Wbaa ning Sy

Al na-ha-r5t Ba-vel, sham ya-shahv-nu
Gahm ba-hi-nu b’zoh-ray-nu et Tzi-yon.
By the rivers of Babylon, we sat down and wept
When we remembered Zion. (Psalm 137:1)

The Book of Lamentations which is read on Tishah B’Av,
is known in Hebrew as ““Ehoh,” the opening word of the text.
Tradition ascribes this book to the Prophet Jeremiah, who
lived to behold and bewail the destruction of Judea and Jeru-
salem which he had so clearly foreseen.

The Book of Lamentations bemoans the fate of Judea and
Jerusalem which in 586 B.C.E. were destroyed by the Baby-
lonians. The sufferings of the inhabitants both during and
after the siege are graphically described, and the prophet voices
a confession of the sins of the people and their leaders.

Each of the five chapters is a distinct elegy, and from one
chapter to the next there is no attempt to achieve a logical
coherence or development.

Four of the five poems are alphabetical in structure. Chap-
ters 1, 2 and 4 contain one verse for each successive letter of
the alphabet. Chapter 3 contains three verses for each suc-
cessive letter of the alphabet. Though Chapter 5 is not
alphabetic, it contains twenty-two verses, as many verses as
there are letters in the Hebrew alphabet.

The rhythm of the first four chapters, unusual to Hebrew
poetry, is called “Elegiac metre” because of the extremely
short clauses.

The poets of Israel, like those of other nations, would not
have been human had they not lamented the catastrophes that
befell their people, and had they not invoked maledictions
upon their cruel oppressors. What is unique about the Book
of Lamentations is that its author does not succumb to despair.
Rising above calamity, he urges his people staunchly to main-
tain their faith in God and His justice, and to hold themselves
alone responsible for the destruction and evils which have
come upon them. The prophet calls upon them steadfastly
to have faith and patiently to wait for God’s deliverance.

The Book ends on the hopeful note: “Turn us unto Thee,
O Lord, and we shall return. Renew our days as of old.”

TISHAH B’AV EVENING SERVICE 27

Reader

Our God and God of our fathers, at this twilight hour we
gather to observe Tishah B’Av, that sad day in the history of
our people. With deep sorrow we recall those two tragic
events in Jewish history when, by conquering tyrants, Thy
holy Temples were destroyed and Jerusalem laid in ruins.
Mournfully we recall the glory that was Zion'’s! In the words
of Scripture we bemoan its tragic fate. Though our people,
homeless for centuries, have wandered from land to land, their
love for Zion and Jerusalem has remained ever fresh in their
hearts.

We are grateful, O Lord, that ours has been the privilege of
witnessing the restoration of Zion and the return of our people
to their ancient land. As we thank Thee for this miracle, we
pay tribute to all those brave men and women who have given
their lives that Israel might be reborn.

And as we mourn the destruction of our holy city and its
Temple, we mourn also the loss of those six million of our
people who, in the concentration camps and gas-chambers of
Europe, have died for the sanctification of Thy name. They
shall ever be remembered along with the countless thousands
of our people—martyrs all—who through the ages have given
their lives in defense of their religious conviction.

May it be Thy will. O Lord, that all violence, tyranny
and terror may cease. Speed that day when mankind every-
where shall turn to Thee and live in freedom and peace. Amen.
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Boox oF LAMENTATIONS Chapter One

In this chapter the distress and suffering of Jeru-
salem and its inhabitants are described in detail.
The destruction of the city is attributed, not to the
superior might of those armies which razed it to the
ground, but to the failure of its people to live up to
the moral laws prescribed in the Torah. In verses
1-11 the prophet is the speaker. From the end of
verse 11-22 Jerusalem herself takes up the lament.

1. How desolate lies Jerusalem that was once full of people!
She that was once a power among nations is now like a forlorn
widow! She who was once a princess among peoples is now
a vassal!

2. Tears upon her cheeks, she weeps pitifully in the night;
of all her allies there is none to comfort her, All her friends
have betrayed her and have become her enemies.

3. Judah is gone into exile; she dwells among the nations in
poverty and servitude; she finds no peace. On the narrow
roads, her pursuers overtook her.

4. The highways to Zion mourn; none come to assemble
for the festival; all the gates of her cities are desolate. Her
priests despair and her maidens are grieved. Ah, bitter is
Jerusalem’s lot!

5. Her foes now rule, her enemies prosper; for the Lord has
punished her for her manifold transgressions; her young people
are led into captivity before the foe.

6. Gone from Zion is all her splendor; her leaders are as
deer that find no pasture; exhausted they flee before their
pursuer.

7. In the days of her affliction and anguish, Jerusalem re-
calls all the treasures that were formerly hers. Now that her
people fall helplessly into the hand of the enemy, her adver-
saries gloat over her downfall.

8. Because Jerusalem has grievously sinned, she has be-
‘come contaminated; all who once honored her now despise her
for they have seen her shame. She herself sighs and turns
away from their gaze.

9. Her corruption clung to her skirts. She considered not
her future and therefore she has fallen; alas, there is none to
comfort her! “Behold, O Lord, my suffering, for the enemy
has become arrogant!”

10. The enemy has carried away all her treasures. She has
seen foreign nations enter her Temple—ah yes, those very
ones whom Thou hast forbidden to enter therein.
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11. All her people languish; they search for bread; they
barter their treasures for food in order to keep alive. ‘‘See,
O Lord, and behold how abject I have become!” .

12. “Let it not happen to you, all you who pass by! Be-
hold, and see if there be any pain like the pain with which the
Lord, in His anger, has afflicted me.

13. From on high He has sent down a fever into my bones
and it has weakened me; He spread a net for my feet, ensnar-
ing me; He has left me faint and ridden with pain all day long.

14. He has knit my sins one to the other and pressed them
upon my neck like a yoke, sapping my strength. The Lord
has delivered me to an enemy over whom I cannot prevail.

15. The Lord has made powerless all my mighty men; He
has assembled an army against me to crush my young men.
The Lord has trodden Jerusalem as in a wine-press.”

16. “For all this I weep; my eyes overflow with tears. For
the comforter who could bring me relief, has deserted me.
My children are desolate because the foe has prevailed.”

17. Zion stretches out her hands but there is none to com-
fort her. The Lord has commanded that all those who sur-
round Jacob should be his adversaries. Jerusalem is among
them as one unclean.

18. “The Lord is righteous; I have rebelled against His com-
mandment. Hearken all you nations, and behold my pain!
My maidens and my young men have gone into captivity.

19. I called to my allies but they have deceived me; my
priests and my elders perished in the city as they searched for
food to keep alive.

20. O Lord, consider my anguish. I writhe in pain and my
heart is turned within me, for I have wantonly rebelled. OQut-
side, the sword slays, at home, death threatens.

21, My foes have heard that I am helpless and yet there is
none to comfort me. They have heard of my plight and re-
joice that Thou hast caused it. Ah, Thou wilt bring the day
which Thou hast proclaimed, that day when their lot shall be
like mine..

22. Judge all their wickedness and do unto them as Thou
hast done unto me for all my sins, for my sighs are many and
my heart is faint.”
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Book oF LaMenTtATIONS Chapter Two

In this chapter are described in even greater detail
the calamities which have befallen Judea. Her king
and leaders are exiled; her elders are in mourning;
in the streets, infants die of starvation. The Lord
Himself seems to have become Judea's implacable
foe. The enemy gloats over the misery he has
brought upon the Jewish people.

1. Alas, how, in His anger, the Lord has covered Zion with
a cloud! He has hurled Israel's glory from heaven to the

_earth, remembering not the Temple on His day of indignation.

2. The Lord unsparingly has ruined all the villages of
Jacob; in His wrath He has leveled the fortresses of Judah;
He has degraded her kingdom and her leaders.

3. In fierce anger He cut down the mighty ones of Israel.
Before the enemy, He has withdrawn His own protection from
His people. He has destroyed Jacob like a flaming fire which
devours everything round about.

4. He has bent his bow like an enemy, standing with right
hand uplifted. He has slain all her cherished ones; in the tent
of Zion He has poured out His fury like fire.

5. The Lord has become like an enemy; He has brought
ruin to Israel, destroying all her palaces and her fortresses,
multiplying in Judah moaning and bemoaning.

. He has uprooted His Temple as if it were a garden, and
demolished His place of assembly. The Lord has abolished
in Zion both Festival and Sabbath; in indignation He has re-
jected king and priest alike.

7. The Lord has discarded His altar and abhorred His
Temple; to the enemy He has handed over the walls of its
palaces. In God's Temple the enemy hilariously shouts as if
it were a day of festivity.

8. The Lord planned to destroy the walls of Zion; He
stretched out the line and did not withdraw His hand from
destruction. He has made the rampart and wall mourn;
they languish together.

9. Her gates are sunk into the ground; He has broken their
bars. Her king and leaders are exiled among the nations; the
Torah is no more; her prophets are bereft of divine vision.

10. The elders of Zion sit mournfully upon the ground and
are silent; they have covered their heads with dust and girded
themselves with sackcloth. The maidens of Jerusalem bow
their heads to the ground.

11. My eyes grow weak from weeping; my heart is troubled;
I am deeply pained for the destruction of my people, because
young children and infants faint in the city streets.

12, They cry to their mothers: “Where is corn and wine?”
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36 TISHAH B'AV EVENING SERVICE

And they faint like wounded men, gasping out their lives in
their mother’s bosom.

13. To what can I compare you, and to whom can I liken
you, O Jerusalem? Whose misfortune can equal yours that 1
might comfort you, O Zion? For your destruction is as vast
as the ocean; who can heal you?

14. Your prophets have deluded you with false and foolish
visions; they did not reveal to you your iniquity so that you
might escape captivity, They devised for you oracles of false-
hood and flattery.

15. Passersby gloat over you; they hiss and toss their heads
at the city of Jerusalem. ‘Is this the city that men called the
perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth?”

16. All your enemies open their mouths against you. They
hiss and gnash their teeth and say: ‘“We have swallowed her
up! Certainly, this is the day for which we have longed! We
have found it; at last we have seen it."”

17. The Lord has carried out what He intended; He has ful-
filled the threat which He made long ago. He has unspar-
ingly destroyed and has caused the enemy to rejoice over you.
He has brought triumph to the foe.

18, Let your heart cry to the Lord: “O wall of Zion, day
and night, let tears run down like a river. Give yourself no
respite; let not your eyes cease from weeping.

19. Arise, cry out in the night, at the beginning of each
night-watch, Pour out your heart like water before the Lord.
Lift up your hands to Him for the sake of your infants who
faint from hunger in the streets.”

20. “Behold, O Lord, and consider against whom Thou hast
done all these things. Are women to eat their children, the
infants they have fondled? Are priest and prophet to be slain
in God's Temple?

21. Young and old lie homeless in the streets. My maidens
and my young men are fallen by the sword, Without pity
hast Thou slain them in the day of Thy wrath.

22. Thou hast called, as in the day of assembly, my terror
on every side. No one escaped or survived on the day of the
Lord’s anger. All whom I have nursed and nurtured, my
enemy has destroyed,”
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Booxk or LamentaTIiONS Chapter Three

In this chapter the prophet personifies the bitter
experience of the inhabitants of Jerusalem as a result
of the destruction of their city. Disease, misery,
degradation, terror, humiliation and forced labor are
their despairing lot. Yet the people look upon all
this as just recompense for their sins. They say:
“Let us search and examine our ways and return to
the Lord.” Verses 21-42 admonish the people, de-
spite their sufferings and misery, to cling steadfastly
to their faith in the infinite mercy of God.

1. I am the man who has seen affliction under the rod of
God's anger. 2. He has led me and caused me to walk in
darkness and not in light. 3. He turned His hand against
me again and again, all day long. 4. He has made my skin
and my flesh old; He has broken my bones. 5. He has heaped
upon me bitterness and misery. 6. He has placed me in the
netherworld as those who have long been dead. 7. He has
fenced me in so that I cannot go forth; He has made my chain
heavy. 8. Even when I cry and call for help, He shuts out
my prayer. 9. He has blocked my way with boulders and
made my paths bewildering. 10. He is to me like a bear lying
in wait, as a lion in ambush. 11, He has turned me away
from my paths and pulled me in pieces; He has made me
desolate. 12. He has bent His bow and made me a target
for His arrow. 13. He has shot His arrows into my body.
14. I have become a derision to all my people, the subject of
their taunting all the day. 15. He has filled me with bitter-
ness and has sated me with wormwood. 16. He has broken
my teeth with gravel stones and covered me with ashes, 17. 1
have no more peace; I have forgotten prosperity. 18. And
I said: “Gone is my strength and my expectation from God!"”
19. Remember my affliction and my anguish which is like
wormwood and gall. 20. I still remember them and am
bowed down. 21. But this I recall and therefore I have hope.
22. The mercies of the Lord are not consumed; His loving
compassions never fail. 23. They are renewed every morn-
ing; great is God’s faithfulness. 24. “The Lord is my por-
tion,” I say. ‘‘Therefore I will hope in Him.” 25. The Lord
is good to those who have faith in Him, to them that seek
Him. 26. It is good to wait patiently for God’s deliverance.
27. It is good for a man that he be disciplined in his youth,
28. Let him sit alone in silence when the Lord punishes him.
29. Let him submit to his punishment; perchance there is still
hope. 30. Let him turn his cheek to his oppressor and be
filled with remorse. 31, For the Lord will not forsake us
forever. 32. Though He cause grief, He will have compassion
according to His abounding mercies. 33. For He does not
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willingly afflict, nor grieve the children of men. 34. That
prisoners be cruelly treated, 35. That a man be deprived of
justice before the Most High, 36. That a man be defrauded
of his legal rights—of all this the Lord disapproves. 37. Who
can bring anything about unless the Lord commands it?
38. Are not evil and good alike decreed by the Most High?
39. Why should mortal man complain when he is punished
for his sins? 40. Let us search and examine our ways and
return to the Lord. 41, Let us sincerely pray with our hearts
unto God in heaven. 42. We have sinned and we have re-
belled and therefore Thou hast not pardoned. 43. Thou hast
covered Thyself with anger and hast pursued us; Thou hast
slain unsparingly. 44. Thou hast covered Thyself with a
cloud so that no prayer can pass through. 45. Thou hast
made us but offscouring and refuse among the nations. 46. All
our enemies have opened their mouth wide to denounce us.
47, Terror and ensnarement have come upon us, desolation
and destruction. 48. My eyes overflow with tears because
of the destruction of my people. 49. My eyes overflow un-
ceasingly and continually, 50. Until the Lord look down and
behold from heaven. 51. The sight of my people’s misery in
the city has caused me anguish. 52. Without cause my en-
emies have hunted me as if I were a bird. 53. They have
imprisoned me in a dungeon, and have cast a stone to cover
up the pit. 54. Water flowed over my head; I said: “I am
cut off.” 55. Out of the lowest depth, I called upon Thy
name, O Lord. 56. Thou heardest my voice; hide not Thine
ear when I cry unto Thee. 57. Thou didst draw near when
I called upon Thee; Thou saidst: “Fear not!” 58. O Lord,
Thou hast pleaded my cause and saved my life. 59. O Lord,
Thou hast seen the wrongs done unto me! Judge Thou my
cause! 60. Thou hast seen their vengeance and their evil
designs against me. 61. Thou hast heard, O Lord, all their
reproaches and plots against me, 62. The words of my at-
tackers and their utterances against me all day long. 63. Be-
hold how in their coming and going I am subject to their
taunting songs. 64. Punish them, O Lord, according to the
evil they have done. 65. Give them hardness of heart! May
Thy curse be upon them! 66. Pursue them in anger and de-
stroy them from under Thy heavens!
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Book or LameNTAaTIONS Chapter Four

This chapter has to do with the tragic lot, the
misery and suffering among the nobility, princes,
priests, prophets and king. Gold and gems are used
metaphorically for the citizens of Jerusalem.

1. How the gold has become tarnished! How the purest
gold has changed! The sacred gems are scattered in every
street. 2. The beloved sons of Zion, comparable as they were
to fine gold—alas, they are now considered as mere earthen
vessels, the work of potters. 3. Even jackals draw out the
breast and feed their young; but my people are cruel like the
ostrich in the wilderness. 4. The tongue of the infant cleaves
to his palate because of thirst. Young children ask for bread
and no one gives it to them. 5. Those who were accustomed
to feed on delicacies now languish in the streets; those who
rested on couches of scarlet now huddle on ash heaps. 6. For
the iniquity of my people is greater than the sin of Sodom,
which was overthrown in a moment, too swiftly even for men
to wring their hands. 7. Her princes were purer than snow,
whiter than milk; their bodies were more ruddy than rubies,
their figures were like polished sapphires. 8. Now their faces
are darker than blackness; they are not recognized in the
streets. Their skin is shrivelled upon their bones; withered
as a stick. 9. Those who were slain by the sword are better
off than those who perished of hunger. For the latter pine
away, stricken by pangs of hunger for the fruit of the field.
10. Women, formerly compassionate, have sodden their own
children, consuming them as food during the destruction of
my people. 11. The Lord has poured out His fury and given
vent to His fierce anger; He has kindled a fire in Zion which
has burnt her to the very foundation. 12. Neither kings nor
inhabitants of the earth could believe that the adversary and
the enemy should ever enter the gates of Jerusalem. 13. It
is because of the sins of her prophets and the iniquities of

her priests who have shed there the blood of the righteous..

14. These prophets and priests wander blindly in the streets,
stained with blood, so that men can not touch their garments.
15. Men shout to them: ‘“Begone! You are unclean! Be-
gone! Touch us not!” When they fled away and wandered,
everywhere men said: ‘“You shall not live here!” 16. The
Lord Himself scattered them. He will no longer care for them,
for they did not respect the (faithful) priests nor were they
gracious to the elders, 17. Our eyes failed as we looked in
vain for help. On our watch-tower we watched for a nation
that could not save us. 18. The besiegers watch our every
move so that we cannot go out into the streets. Our end is
near; our days are numbered; our time has come. 19. Our
pursuers were swifter than the eagles ot the heaven; they
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chased us upon the mountains and ambushed us in the wilder-
ness. 20. Our king, anointed of God, he of whom we said:
“Under his protection we shall live among the nations,"” was
trapped in their pits. 21, Rejoice and be glad with your short-
lived triumph, O Edom, that dwells in the land of Uz, The
cup of punishment will also be passed over to you, and you
shall become debased and exposed to contempt. 22. O Zion,
you have paid for your sins; no longer will God cause you to
be exiled. O Edom, God shall punish your iniquity, and un-
cover your sins.

Booxk oF LameNntaTIONS Chapter Five

In this final chapter, the deprivations of the sor-
rowful remnant which has survived the destruction
of the land are graphically described. The Book of
Lamentations concludes with a heartrending plea for
the restoration of divine favor.

1. Consider, O Lord, what has happened to us! Behold and
see our humiliation! 2. Our land is given over to strangers,
our homes to aliens. 3. We are as fatherless orphans;
our mothers are as widows. 4. We pay dearly for the water
we drink and the wood we use. 5. We are pursued, and heavy
is the yoke on our necks; we are weary and have no rest.
6. To obtain bread, we have submitted to Egypt and to
Assyria. 7. Our fathers have sinned and are no longer among
the living; we have borne the penalty of their guilt. 8. Slaves
rule over us and there is none to rescue us. 9. We obtain our
bread at the peril of our lives, because of the sword in the
wilderness. 10. Our skin glows like an oven because of the
feverish heat of famine. 11. They have ravished the women
of Zion, the maidens in the cities of Judah. 12, Nobles are
hung by them, and elders are outraged. 13. Young men are
forced to grind at the mill and children stagger under loads of
wood. 14. Gone are the elders from the gates and young men
from their music. 15. Gone are all the delights of our hearts;
our dancing has turned into mourning. 16. The crown of
glory has fallen from our head! Woe unto us, for we have
sinned! 17. For all this our heart is faint; because of these
things our eyesight is dim. 18. Foxes roam about the deso-
late mountain of Zion. 19, Thou, O Lord, shalt reign forever;
Thy throne is for eternity. 20. Why dost Thou forget us
forever and forsake us for so long? 21. Turn us unto Thee,
O Lord, that we may return. Restore our days as of old.
22. Thou hast utterly rejected us; Thou hast been exceedingly
angry with us.

Turn us unto Thee, O Lord, that we may return. Restore
our days as of old.
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O Lord, remember Thy martyred children; remember all who
have given their lives for Kiddush Hashem, the sanctification
of Thy name.
Grant their souls the peace reserved for all the righteous
who are in Thy tender keeping.
As we mourn Israel’s tragic fate, we also recall with heartfelt
gratitude the righteous men and women of other faiths and
nationalities who, at peril of their lives, protected and saved
thousands of our brothers.
“The righteous of all nations have a share in the world to
come."
We are grateful to the allied nations who liberated the Jews
from imprisonment and torture, and who rescued our people
in Europe from total annihilation.
With thankful hearts we shall ever remember the care and
encouragement they gave to all the tragically displaced
persons.
Let us all pray and work together for that day when there shall
be no more violence or desolation anywhere on this earth.
We, who have witnessed the darkest chapter of Jewish
history, have also witnessed our people’s greatest triumph—
the rebirth of the Jewish State.
This same era of rejection, oppression and terror has also
been for our people the era of Thy long-prophesied ingathering.
We thank Thee, O Lord, that Thou hast permitted us to
behold Thy return to Zion.
Thou hast opened the gates, and Thou didst “bring the
remnant of Thy people from the east, and didst gather them
from the west; Thou didst say to the north ‘Give up! and
to the south ‘Do not withhold them!
“Thou broughtest Thy sons from afar and Thy daughters
from the ends of the earth!”
May we who live in this land of freedom, help to sustain our
brothers and thus share in the rebuilding of the State of Israel,
that it may become secure and self-supporting, a stronghold
of democracy, a bridge connecting the peoples of the east and
of the west.
And, remembering the vow of our forefathers, may we also
pledge: “'If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand
wither!”
“You who are the Lord's remembrancers, take no rest and give
God no rest until He establish and make Jerusalem a praise
in the earth.”
“For out of Zion shall go forth the Torah,
And the word of God from Terusalem.”
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Responsive Reading

We call to mind this day of national mourning, the destruction
of the first and second Temples in Jerusalem, the long, bitter
night of exile and persecution, and the great catastrophe
which, in our own day, befell our people.

With heavy hearts we remember these sad events,

When in the past our brothers were massacred in ruthless
pogroms, the poet Bialik cried out against the bloody “city
of slaughter”’.

Today we mourn not for one “city of slaughter”, but for
countless cities of slaughter from which six million of our
people were driven into ghastly crematoria where they
perished.

The cruelties of Pharaoh, Haman, Nebuchadnezzar and Titus,
cannot be compared to the diabolical devices fashioned by
modern tyrants in their design to exterminate a whole people.

Alas, no generation has known a catastrophe so vast and
tragic!
The blood of the innocent who perished in the gas-chambers of
Auschwitz, Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald, Dachau, Majdanek,
Treblinka and Theresienstadt cries out to God and to man.

How can we ever forget the burning of synagogues, the
destruction of the holy books and houses of learning, the
degradation and murder of our scholars, sages and teachers?

The flesh of our brothers they tortured, but they could not
crush their spirit, their faith, nor their love of Torah.

The parchment was burnt, but the letters of the Torah were
indestructible,

In the Warsaw Ghetto, the remnant of our people valiantly
defied the overwhelming forces of the inhuman tyrant. From
the depths of their affliction these martyrs lifted up their voices
in a hymn reaffirming their faith in the coming of the Messiah,
when justice on earth shall at last be done, and all men shall
live together as brothers.

“I believe with a perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah;

and, though he tarry, nonetheless do.I believe he will come!”

A’-ni ma-a’min, a'ni ma-a’'min, a’-ni ma-a’min,

Be-e’-mu-na sh-lay-ma b'vi-at ha-ma-shi-al,

B'-vi-at ha-ma-shi-ah, a’'-ni ma-a'min b’-vi-at ha-ma-shi-ah,

B'vi-at ha-ma-shi-ah a'-ni ma-a’min, a'-ni ma-a'min, a’-ni

ma-a'min,

V'-af al pi she-yit-ma-may-a, im kol ze a’-ni ma-a’min,

V'-af al pi she-yit-ma-may-a, im kol ze a'-ni ma-a'min.
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A-lay ar-mdn a-sher ni-tash b’ash-mat tzon a-da-re-ha.
V’al bi-at m’har-fey Ayl b’toh mik-dash ha-da-re-ha.
: (E-li Tzi-ydn)
A-ley ga-lut m’shar-tay Ayl, man-i-may shir z'ma-re-ha.
V’al da-mam a-sher shu-pah, k’'mo may-may y’6-re-ha.
(E-i Tzi-yon)
Weep for Zion and for her cities!
Jerusalem is like a woman in childbirth.
She mourns as a young woman who has lost her husband.
Weep for the Temple which was destroyed
Because of the sins of the people!
Weep because the enemies of God have despoiled the Temple!
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If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither!
Let me lose the power of speech if I do not remember you,
If I do not set Jerusalem above my greatest joy.

WorLp PEACE 47
Selected from the Bible
Responsive Reading

1t shall come to pass at the end of time,
That the Lord’s House shall be established on Mount Zion.

It shall be considered higher than all the other mountains:
All nations shall come to it.

And many peoples shall say:
“Come, let us go up to the House of the Lord.

There God will teach us His ways,
And we will walk in His paths.”

God shall judge all the nations;
He shall settle all their disputes.

And they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
And their spears into pruning knives,

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
Neither shall they learn war any more.

The Lord will break the bow and the sword,
And all people shall lie down in safety.

The sound of war shall no more be heard,
There shall be neither fighting nor destruction.

Every nation shall be taught by the Lord,
And all people shall enjoy lasting peace.

Nations shall not hurt nor destroy,
For the earth shall be as full of the knowledge of the Lord,
As the ocean is full of water.

The result of justice shall be peace,
And the result of righteousness shall be security forever.

Then shall every man sit under his vine and under his fig tree,
And none shall make him afraid,
For the Lord Himself has promised this.
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Thou art holy, O Thou who art enthroned upon the praises
of Israel. And one called to another and said: Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.
[And they receive sanction one from the other, and say: Holy
in the highest heavens, the place of His abode; Holy upon
earth, the work of His mighty power, Holy forever and to all
eternity is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of the
radiance of His glory.]* And a wind lifted me up, and I heard
behind me a mighty chorus proclaiming: Praised be the glory
of the Lord everywhere. [Then a wind lifted me up, and I
heard behind me the mighty moving sound of those who ut-
tered praises and said: Praised be the glory of the Lord from
the place of His abode.] The Lord shall reign for ever and
ever. [The kingdom of the Lord is established forever and to
all eternity.]

O Lord, God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Israel,
keep this forever in the inward thoughts of the heart of Thy
people, and direct their heart unto Thee, for Thou, being
merciful, full of compassion, forgivest iniquity and destroyest
not; yea, many a time Thou turnest anger away. For Thou,
O Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, and abounding in
mercy unto all who call upon Thee. Thy righteousness is
everlasting and Thy Law is truth. Thou wilt show faithful-
ness to Jacob and mercy to Abraham, as Thou hast promised
unto our fathers from the days of old. Praised be the Lord
who day by day bears our burden. He is the God of our sal-
vation; the Lord of hosts be with us; the God of Jacob be a
stronghold unto us. O Lord of hosts, happy is the man that
trusts in Thee. Save, O Lord; O King, answer us on the
day when we call.

Praised be our God who has created us for His glory, and
has separated us from them that go astray by giving us the
Torah of truth, thus planting everlasting life in our midst.
May He open our hearts unto His Law, and with love and

* The verses enclosed in brackets are the Targum or Aramaic para-
phrases of the preceding Biblical texts.
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reverence may we do His will and serve Him with a perfect
heart that we may not labor in vain, nor bring forth con-
fusion. May it be Thy will, O Lord, our God and God of our
fathers, that we keep Thy statutes in the world, and be worthy
to live and inherit happiness and blessings in the days of the
Messiah and in the life of the world to come. May my soul
sing Thy praise and not be silent; O Lord my God, I will give
thanks unto Thee forever. Blessed is the man that trusts
in Thee, O Lord, and whose trust Thou art. Trust in the
Lord forever, for the Lord is an everlasting Rock. And they
that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee; Thou hast
not forsaken them that seek Thee. Thou, O Lord, desirest
for the sake of Thy righteousness to make the Torah great
and glorious.

Reader's Kaddish

May the great name of God be honored throughout the
world which He has created according to His will. May He
soon establish His kingdom on earth, even in our own lifetime
and in the lifetime of our people, so that God may rule over
us all; and let us say, Amen,

Congregation and Reader

May His great name be praised for ever and ever.

Reader

Exalted and honored be the name of the Holy One, praised
be He, whose glory is far above all the hymns of praise which
man can offer Him; and let us say, Amen.

May our heavenly Father grant life and peace to us and
to all our people; and let us say, Amen,

May He who makes peace in the heavens, grant peace to
us and to all our people; and let us say, Amen.
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It is for us to praise the Lord of all, to proclaim the
greatness of the Creator of the universe for He hath not
made us like the pagans of the world, nor placed us
like the heathen tribes of the earth; He hath not made

our destiny as theirs, nor cast our lot with all their mul-
titude.

We bend the knee, worship and give thanks unto the
King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He.

He stretched forth the heavens and laid the foundations
of the earth. His glory is revealed in the heavens above,
and His might is manifest in the loftiest heights. He is
our God; there is none else. In truth He is our King,
there is none besides Him; as it is written in His Torah:
Know this day, and consider it in thy heart that the Lord
is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath;
there is none else.

We therefore hope in Thee, O Lord our God, that we may
soon behold the glory of Thy might, when Thou wilt re-
move the abominations from the earth and when all idolatry
will be abolished. We hope for the day when the world
will be perfected under the kingdom of the Almighty,
and all mankind will call upon Thy name; when Thou wilt
turn unto Thyself all the wicked of the earth. May all
the inhabitants of the world perceive and know that unto
Thee every knee must bend, every tongue vow loyalty.
Before Thee, O Lord our God, may they bow in worship,
giving honor unto Thy glorious name. May they all accept
the yoke of Thy kingdom and do Thou rule over them
speedily and forevermore. For the kingdom is Thine and
to all eternity Thou wilt reign in glory; as it is written in
Thy Torah: The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. And
it has been foretold: The Lord shall be King over all the
earth; on that day the Lord shall be One, and His name One.
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56 TISHAH B’AV EVENING SERVICE

Mourners' KADDISH

May the great name of God be honored throughout the
world which He has created according to His will. May He
soon establish His kingdom on earth, even in our own life-
time and in the lifetime of our people, so that God may rule
over us all; and let us say, Amen.

Congregation and Mourners

May His great name be praised for ever and ever.

Mourners

Exalted and honored be the name of the Holy One, praised
be He, whose glory is far above all the hymns of praise which
man can offer Him; and let us say, Amen.

May our heavenly Father grant life and peace to us and to
all our people; and let us say, Amen.

May He who makes peace in the heavens grant peace to us
and to all our people; and let us say, Amen.
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Yit-gadal v'yit-kadash sh'mey raba,
B'alma di v'ra hirutey, v'yam-iibh mal-hutey,
B'ha-yey-hon uv-yomey-hon uv-ha-yey d’hol beyt yisrael,
Ba-agala u-vizman kariv, viimru amen.

Y'hey sh’mey raba m’varah I'alam ul-almey alma-ya.

Yit-barah v'yish-tabah v'yit-pa-ar v'yit-romam v'yit-na-sey,
Vyit-hadar v'yit-aleh v'yit-halal sh'mey d’kud-sha,

B’rib hu, I'eyla min kol bir-hata v'shi-rata,

Tush-b'hata v'ne-hemata da-amiran b'alma, v'imru amen.

Y'hey sh'lama raba min sh'ma-ya
V'ha-yim aleynu v'al kol yisrael, viimru amen.

Oseh shalom bi-m'romayv, hu ya-aseh shalom
Aleynu v'al kol yisrael, viimru amen,




BEGIN WITH US

Dear God, so much innocent bloodshed!
We are supposed to be created in Your image but O how
we have distorted it.
When we read the beastly acts of man, we are ashamed
to be human.
When we read of the nobility of their victims, we are
proud to be Jews.
If there is anything for which we are grateful, then we
thank You that we have been the victims, not the
murderers; the persecuted, not the persecutors.
But must cruelty always be? Must inhumanity ever be
the signature of man?
No! No! We refuse to acecept that!
We refuse to give hatred the last word
Because we have known the power of love.

We refuse to believe that cruelty will prevail because we
have felt the strength of kindness.

We refuse to award the ultimate victory to evil because
we believe in You too much.

So help us O God to live by our faith.

Where there is hatred, may we bring love.
Where there is pain, may we bring healing.
Where there is darkness, may we bring light.
Where there is despair, may we bring hope.
Where there is discord, may we bring peace.
Make this a better world and begin with us.

—Sidney Greenberg
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Responsive Reading

On this day when we recall the destruction of the Temple at
Jerusalem and the long night of our people’s exile, we thank
Almighty God for preserving Israel in our day when mighty
forces were arrayed to destroy her.
We shall ever remember with deep gratitude the courage,
sacrifice and heroism of the men and women of Israel who,
in their hour of grave peril, turned the impending disaster
into a joyous deliverance.
We reverently pay tribute to the generations of our people
who never forgot Zion and their vow: “If I forget thee, O
Jerusalem, may my right hand wither.”
For twenty centuries our people never ceased to hope, pray
and yearn for a return to the city of David and the land of
their forefathers, where their sages taught and their prophets
preached justice and peace for all mankind.
We rejoice that a divided Jerusalem has become one, and that
at long last, after two thousand years, The Holy City is now
%overned by the descendants of those who loved and revered
er.
The Western Wall, the only remnant of Israel’s glory which,
throughout the ages, wherever Jews dwelt, remained ever
in their minds and hearts, is now once more a focal point
where all may gather freely to worship their God.
May the Western Wall, always a symbol of our survival,
remain a challenge that once again “‘Out of Zion shall go
forth the Torah and the word of God from Jerusalem.”

May the day soon dawn when peace, brotherhood and co-
operation shall prevail between Israel and the nations that
surround her, and the vision of the prophet Isaiah shall be
realized:
“In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with
Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth;
For the Lord will bless them, saying: ‘Blessed be Egypt
My people, and Syria the work of My hand, and Israel
Mine inheritance.” "’
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May-al pis-gat har ha-tso-fim, esh-ta-ha-veh lah a-pa-yim
May-a do-rot ha-lam-tee a-la-yih, liz-kot lir-ot b’or pa-na-yih,
Ye-ru-sha-la-yim, ye-ru-sha-la-yim ha-ce-ree fa-na-yih liv-nayh
Ye-ru-sha-la-yim, ye-ru-sha-la-yim may-hor-vo-tye-yih ev-nayh
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Kol od ba-lay-vav, pnee-ma, ne-fesh y hu-dee ho-mi-ya
U-’fa-a tay miz-rah) ka-dee-ma, a-yin I'tsi-yon tso-fi-ya.

0Od lo av-da tik-va-tay-nu, ha-tik-va sh’not al-pa-yim,

Li-yot am haf-shee b’ar-tzay-nu, eretz tzi-yon vi-ru-sha-la-yim.
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