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Photo taken by Samantha Ratner while visiting Israel this summer.  
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Dear Friends, 
 
Shalom. I hope everyone is well and it is nice to 
be back from my sabbatical. I look forward to 
catching up with each of you, especially as the 
High Holy Days are  
approaching us quicker than we might think. 
May God bless us all during this season of  
reflection. 
 
Perspective is very important to life. This I saw, 
while realizing the ocean was larger and more 
powerful than any man created ship or submarine 
while celebrating Passover on a cruise.  
Consequently, it is easier to understand that the 
wider our perspective the larger our knowledge. 
The martial arts strategist and warrior Miyamoto 
Musashi, put this succinctly when he said, ñIt is 
difficult to understand the universe if you only 
study one planet.ò In other words, we must look 
outside of ourselves in order to understand the 
complexity of society. For as the Book of  
Ecclesiastes 3:1, teaches us, ñthere is a time for 
everything under the Sun,ò and in order to  
understand what is under the Sun we must have a 
wider perspective on life.  
 
One way to widen our perspectives is by  
embracing studies that we usually would not. For 
me that is Kabbalah. In Kabbalah we are taught, 
ñBy celebrating that God will come to your  
rescue, you have already provided the  
remedy.ò (Keter Shem Tov, Appendix, #234.) 
While this level of belief is highly appreciable, 
we have also been taught that ñBehold,ò God 
says, ñI have placed before you good and evil, 
life and death. Choose life!ò (Deuteronomy 
30:19) In other words, man has free will.  
 
Personally, I do not believe that these two  
different theological approaches to life cancel 
each other out, rather they complement each  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
other just as two sides of a coin do. In other 
words, belief spurs personal responsibility and 
actions. For, to serve God is to give meaning to 
life and part of that meaning is  
 
taking care of ourselves, so that we can fill this 
world with goodness. Maybe, this is how God 
rescues both us and humanity and if so, itôs time 
that we begin taking responsibility for our  
actions instead of waiting for others to do it for 
us. 
 

Steve Jobs, the founder of Apple said on this 

same subject of time, just not in direct reference 

to Kaballah, ñYour time is limited, so don't waste 

it living someone else's life. Don't be trapped by 

dogma ï which is living with the results of other 

people's thinking.ò In other words, we must live 

our own lives and not oneôs that others may  

suggest. For, as we are reminded in chapter 31 of 

the Book of Jeremiah, ñwe must set up road 

markers for your [our] selves.ò 

 

I look forward to all of us embracing our inner 

beliefs, road markers and learning together as to 

how God and our perspectives play a role in our 

lives as we move forward towards the High Holy 

Days. 

 

BôShalom and Friendship, 

Rabbi Andrew Bloom 



  

о 

5ƻǊƳŀƴ ŬƴŘǎ ŀ ŎŀƴǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ CƻǊǘ ²ƻǊǘƘ 
 
.ȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ǳŘƘŀƭǘŜǊ 
 
Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ tŀǳƭ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǘ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ 
!ƘŀǾŀǘƘ {ƘƻƭƻƳΦ 5ƻǊƳŀƴΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀƴǘƻǊ 
ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝǾŜ CƻǊǘ ²ƻǊǘƘ 
ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜΣ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΦ 
 
IŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƴƛƴȅŀƴ ŀǘ сΥрр ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘΣ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƛƴΣ ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀƴǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ 
ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀƴǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
5ƻǊƳŀƴΣ ŀ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƳǳŎƘ 
ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ CƻǊǘ 
²ƻǊǘƘΦ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ 
ŬƴŘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƪǾŜǘŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ϷрΣллл ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-ƳƻƴǘƘ ŎŀǊ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƴ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
5C² LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ 
ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŎŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀƴǘΩǎ ǊŀƴŎƘΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǇƛŎƪǳǇ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ τ 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎΣέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀƴǘ ǘƻƭŘ 5ƻǊƳŀƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
5ƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ aŜǘǊƻǇƭŜȄΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ƘŜΩǎ 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀǘ 
!ƘŀǾŀǘƘ {ƘƻƭƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нлнсΦ 
 
ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΣέ 
5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ L Ŏŀƴ 
ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜΩǎ 
ǎǿƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ 
 
5ƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŀǝǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŬǊǎǘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ 
ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄŜǎ Ǿƛǎ-Ł-Ǿƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
ŘƛǎǝƴŎǘƭȅ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŘŜŬƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŎŀƴǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ 

WŜǊǎŜȅ Ǌƻƻǘǎ 
 
5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴ τ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘƛǊŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΦ Iƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ Ŏƛǘȅ ŘŀǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝǾŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ .ȅ 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ 5ƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
 
5ƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ 
hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ ȅŜǎƘƛǾŀ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭŜ ŦƻǊ IŜōǊŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ 5ƻǊƳŀƴǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ !ǘ 
ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƎŜΣ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǿŜƭƭ-ǾŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ 
¢ƻǊŀƘ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭƳǳŘΦ IŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ŘŀǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƘǳƭ ŀǘ 
ŀƎŜ уΦ 
 
²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ 
ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ¸ŜǎƘƛǾŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ bŜǿ 
¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƛǝŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ CƻǊǘ 
²ƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘΣ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘǊŀŶŎ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-ƘƻǳǊ ǊƻǳƴŘǘǊƛǇ Řŀƛƭȅ 
ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜΦ 
 
5ƻǊƳŀƴ ŘǳǝŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŦƻǊƳ 
WŜǿƛǎƘ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ 
.ŜŀǘƭŜǎΣ ¢ƘŜ wƻƭƭƛƴƎ {ǘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻƻǊǎΦ 
 
 

This article appeared in the July 6 edition of the Texas Jewish Post  

and is reprinted with permission 

Visit the TJP at www.tjpnews.com  



{ƘƻǿōƛȊ Řŀȅǎ 
 
²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƴƎǎΣ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ŎƘƻǎŜ 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ [ƻƴŘƻƴ τ ŀōƻǳǘ мпл 
ƳƛƭŜǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŬƴŜ ŀǊǘǎ ǇǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀŎǝƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ 
Lǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ τ ƛƴ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭǎΦ 
5ƻǊƳŀƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎƻ ŜƴŀƳƻǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀȅƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΦ 
 
5ƻǊƳŀƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƻǊΣ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΦ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ hũ-.ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ǇƭŀȅǎΣ 
ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŬƭƳǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ 
ά/ƘŜŜǊǎέ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎ .ŜōŜ bŜǳǿƛǊǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀǇπ
ǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ ƻŦ άaǳǊǇƘȅ .Ǌƻǿƴέ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƭƭŀōπ
ƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ ¢ǳŎŎƛΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ 
Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ WǳŘŀƛǎƳΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀŎǘƻǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎπ
ƛƴƎΦ 5ƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
ƻǾŜǊƅƻǿ ŎŀƴǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ IŜ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴΦ 
 
¢ƘŜƴΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƻŀǇ ƻǇŜǊŀ ƻƴ /.{ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴπ
ŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǘΦ 
άL ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŎǝƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǇƭŀȅǎΣέ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘΚ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘπ
ŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ мффсΣ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪΦ IŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀƴǘƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǘƘŜ /ŀƴǘƻǊǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
ǊŜŀǿŀƪŜƴƛƴƎΦ άLǘ ŦŜƭǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΣέ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ 
ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǳǩƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ 
ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǎƘƻŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΦ L ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛπ
ŜƴŎŜ WǳŘŀƛǎƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǘŜǊƳǎΦέ 
 
/ŀƴǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ 
 
5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ WǳŘŀƛŎ 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ 
ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜƭ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀƴǘƻǊΦ 
άLǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǳƭŬƭƭƛƴƎΣέ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ άIƻǿ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŀƳ L ǘƻ 
ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ 
!ƴŘ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ LΩƳ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŀ ŎŀƴǘƻǊΦ  LΩƳ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 
CƻǊǘ ²ƻǊǘƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΦέ 
 

!ƊŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ōǊƛŜƅȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ ƛƴ 5ŀȅǘƻƴΣ hƘƛƻΣ 
ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ Řǳƻ ƻŦ /ŀƴǘƻǊ aŜƛǊ CƛƴƪƭŜǎǘŜƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
wŀōōƛ 5ŀǾƛŘ ²ƻƭǇŜΦ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ άCǊƛŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ 
[ƛǾŜέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нΣллл ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ 
ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƻƊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƻǇ ƻǊ ǊƻŎƪ 
ōŜŀǘΦ 
 
5ƻǊƳŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻƴƎǿǊƛǘŜǊ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ 
ŎŀƴǘƻǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ IŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ǌŀōōƛ ōǳǘ 
ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ ǿƘŜƴ 
Ǌŀōōƛǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘǳƭ ǿŀǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 
ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǝƳŜΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΣ L 
ǎǇŜŀƪΣέ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ L Ǌǳƴ ǎŜǎπ
ǎƛƻƴǎΦέ 
 
5ƻǊƳŀƴ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ƳǳǎƛŎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ά{ƻƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣέ 5ƻǊƳŀƴ 
ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ τ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ȅŜŀǊƴ ŦƻǊΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘΦέ 

 

п     ǿǿǿΦŀƘŀǾŀǘƘǎƘƻƭƻƳΦƻǊƎ 



I was born and raised in Fort Worth and deeply love this 

city and its people. With an undergraduate degree in 

History and Anthropology, accompanied by a masterôs 

in public history and Archival Administration from the 

University of Texas at Arlington, I've dedicated myself 

to learning as much as I can with the life I have been 

given. I continue to contribute my time as a part-time 

Assistant Archivist for the Fort Worth Jewish Archive, 

where I have had the privilege of working closely with 

the Temple and Shul. Now, as I embark on my role as 

an Admin Assistant at Ahavath Sholom, I am excited to 

further engage with this incredible community and sup-

port its members in new ways.  

 

Jessie Smith 

Welcome Our New Administrative Assistant  

Jessie Smith 

{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ¢ƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ 

Park your car in a well-lighted area and lock it when 

you leave. Check for uninvited passengers in the back 

seat or on the floor before you get in. 

р 
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¶ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нтǘƘτCƛǊǎǘ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ [9/ 

I hope yôall are enjoying your summer! 

 

Here at the LEC, we started preparing for our upcoming 

school year 2023-2024, Jewish year 5784. 

 

As part of the ISJL education program taught at LEC, the 

teachers and I had the opportunity to participate in the 

annual Jewish educatorsô conference, hosted by the ISJL 

in Jackson, Mississippi. 

 

The conference was designed to train and enrich Jewish 

teachers, and directors in creating a Southern community 

of Jewish educators. The conference offered speakers in 

the field of Jewish education, Jewish resources vendors, 

and networking opportunities. 

 

In my experience, ISJL conferences serve as crucial 

platforms for professional development, collaboration, 

and networking within the Jewish education community. 

This conference offered a range of benefits, including 

Professional Growth, Networking, Access to Resources, 

Community Building, and Deepening Jewish 

Knowledge, and the best part for me is that I had a 

chance to get to know our teachers better. 

 

I would like to share our teachersô reflections on this 
conference: 

 

-- Melissa Morgan 

 

The ISJL conference was thoughtfully planned and very 
interesting to attend. The participants were a mixture of 
school directors, schoolteachers, ISJL staff, rabbis, and 
other Jewish professionals from across the South, from 

Virginia, to Georgia and Florida, to Louisiana and Texas, 
and various places in between. Some of the presenters 
came from LA and NYC.  

The planners used assigned tables at the lunches and 
dinners (with a different configuration at each meal) to 
encourage all of us to meet each other.   

Learning & Engagement Center  

LEC Principal Fani Kiselstein 

с     ǿǿǿΦŀƘŀǾŀǘƘǎƘƻƭƻƳΦƻǊƎ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of the conference, you felt like you had 

spoken to almost everyone.  

 

The instruction came in keynote addresses,  

workshops, class sessions, interaction with  

resource people who had tables set up in the  

hallway outside the sessions, and especially in im-

promptu conversations with other teachers/directors 

who could say "I tried this, and this is how it 

worked."  

 

It was great to sing Birkat Ha-Mazon with so many 

other Jews, to browse resource materials from book 

publishers and a large Jewish bookstore, and to give 

ourselves focused time to think about what is going 

well in our classes and what we could improve. 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend, and to Penny 

Brister for driving us all to Jackson and back. 

 

--Elaine Bumpus 

 

I attended the ISJL conference with my fellow teach-

ers last week and it was good to see some familiar 

faces and meet new people.  As I sat in the breakout 

sessions, I learned that many of us are having the 

same issues with students that have fallen behind due 

to the past two years of online study. 

 

We discussed ideas on what has worked and what 

hasn't worked well. We came to a  

consensus that we are all doing some of the same 

things that are positive, and our kids  

enjoy doing.  Such as: incorporating  

interactive and hands-on learning activities.   

Each of the sessions was informative, and we were 

able to take home some great ideas from each other.  

 

--Penny Brister 

 

Thank you all for sending us to the ISJL  

Conference. It was nice to get refreshed with new  

ideas & teaching strategies. It also was the first time 

with this group of teachers that we got to spend  

Quality time together and get to know each other  

better.  

 

We did find out that some of the same challenges we 

have fitting everything in within our time constraints 

are the Same problems that  

congregations around the whole conference  

experience.  

 

We will continue educating and teaching our kids 

with the sound of Torah and Tanach, and sound  

Jewish Values. Thank you again. 

 

-- Sara Satinsky 

 

My experience at the ISJL Conference was so much 

more than I expected it to be. As we  

traveled, I was envisioning sitting in on  

basically 2.5 days of teacher training lectures, but  

instead we had the chance to really converse with and 

share experiences with teachers from all over the 

South. I not only gained confidence and  

insights into new ways to teach, but a lot of new 

teacher friends. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

New weekly family program ñAHAVATH SHABBATò 

ï starting on August 19TH, 10AM 

 

LEC OPENING DAY ï August 27TH, 9:30AM 

 

BôShalom, 

 

Fani Kiselstein 

LEC Principal 

 

 

 

т 


